If predictions were to be believed, the early hours of Friday, November 25, 2005, would have seen overcrowded prison cells in cities in England and Wales and urban streets awash with vomit. This did not happen. The Licensing Act 2003, which allowed bars and other outlets to extend their permitted hours for selling alcohol (even up to 24 h a day) had just come into effect. All sorts of reasons have been offered up to try to explain this absence of mayhem on city streets. For one thing, it was cold that evening; also, it was a Thursday (though the ensuing weekend brought nothing out of the ordinary for an urban Saturday night in Britain either), and the number of applications, especially for round-the-clock drink sales, had been fewer than expected or feared. There had been last-minute Parliamentary opposition to the changes, and warnings had come from medical authorities and the police, too. A government minister even conceded that an increase in violence might result. However, none of the fears have been realized. Indeed, the topic has rather dropped out of the news, which is strange because drink-related antisocial behavior remains a problem here in the UK and in cities especially.
extremes, but the fact is that the UK does not head the European league Policy-making in this area will never be driven by science. All we can do now is monitor routinely collected data sets such as police statistics on rowdy and violent urban behavior and hospitals' accident-and-emergency figures. My own prediction would be Bno better, no worse,^and the Licensing Act may prove to be irrelevant to the very real problem of excessive drinking, especially by young people in cities at the weekend, and the consequences of that, long-term medical and short-term social.
